
To Be a Christian Steward
A Summary of the U.S. Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship

“As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace” 1 Peter 4:10

What identifies a steward? Safeguarding material and human resources and using them responsibly is one answer; so is generous giving of time,
talent, and treasure. However, being a Christian steward means more. As Christian stewards, we receive God’s gifts gratefully, cultivate them
responsibly, share them lovingly in justice with others, and return them with an increase to the Lord.

Stewards of God’s gifts are not passive beneficiaries. We cooperate with God in our redemption and the redemption of others. We are also obliged
to be stewards of the Church—collaborators and cooperators in continuing the redemptive work of Jesus Christ, which is the Church’s essential
mission. This mission—proclaiming and teaching, serving, and sanctifying—is our task. It is the personal responsibility of each one of us as
stewards of the Church.
All members of the Church have their roles to play in carrying out its mission:

Parents, who nurture their children in the light of faith;
Parishioners, who work in concrete ways to make their parishes true communities of faith and vibrant sources of service to the larger

community;
All Catholics, who give generous support—time, money, prayers, and personal service in proportion to their abilities—to the parish and

diocesan programs and the universal Church.

A Steward’s Way
The life of Christian steward models the life of Jesus. It is challenging and even difficult, in many respects, yet intense joy comes to those who take
the risk to live as Christian stewards. Women and men who seek to live as stewards learn that “all things work for good for those who love God”
(Rom 8:28).

After Jesus, we look to Mary as an ideal steward. As the Mother of Christ, she lived her ministry in a spirit of fidelity and service; she responded
generously to the call. We must ask ourselves: Do we also wish to be disciples of Jesus Christ and Christian stewards of our world and our



Church? Central to our human and Christian vocations, as well as to the unique vocation each one of us receives from God, is that we be good
stewards of the gifts we possess. God gives us this divine-human workshop, this world, and Church of ours.

The Spirit shows us the way.

Stewardship is part of that journey.

Excerpt from the Summary of the US Bishops’ Pastoral Letter on Stewardship

Holy Spirit Parish Time & Talent Opportunities

WORSHIPING GOD

Accompanists
Provide music accompaniment for choirs and cantors at weekend Masses and other liturgical celebrations.
Requirement: Audition
Commitment: Rehearsal with cantor or choir as well as arriving 30 minutes before Mass to prepare.
Contact: Denise Slaven, dslaven@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318 x151

Altar Society
Give glory to God through the maintenance of the interior of our Church and Adoration Chapel. Includes, but is not limited to, the dusting of pews,
sanctuary, sacristy, and laundering linens. Commitment is 1-2 hours per month.
Contact: Lisa Boddicker, lboddicker@gmail.com, 913.669.2834

Altar Servers
Assist the celebrant before, during, and after the Mass. Servers may also be asked to assist with special liturgies like Stations of the Cross,
Funerals, Weddings, etc.



Requirements: Teens and youth in fifth grade or older and currently practicing their Catholic faith are eligible. Must attend an Altar Server training.
Contacts: Doug Leikam, dleikam@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318 x123 or Deacon John Williams, kcwilliamsj@gmail.com

Art & Environment
Work to create an atmosphere of beauty that supports and promotes prayerful liturgies. Commitment is variable but significant at Christmas and
Easter.
Contact: Elizabeth McLenon, nfpworks@hotmail.com, 913.633.4039

Cantors
Lead the congregation in God’s word through song. This is a solo voice ministry.
Requirement: Must be able to read music.
Commitment: Rehearsal with accompanist as well as arriving 30 minutes prior to Mass to prepare.
Contact: Denise Slaven, dslaven@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318 x151 for an audition.

Choir
Holy Spirit has multiple choir options including:
11 am Choir: A large group with organ and piano accompaniment that sings at the 11:00 AM Mass three Sundays per month September through
Pentecost, and one Sunday per month in the summer, plus Confirmation, Holy Thursday, Easter Vigil, Thanksgiving, and Christmas Eve.
Commitment: Rehearsal on Thursday evenings and before Mass on Sundays.
Contact: Tim McDonald, timothy.mcdonald@rockhurst.edu, 913.216.5872
9 am Ensemble: A group with guitar and piano accompaniment. The Ensemble sings at the 9:00 AM Mass three Sundays per month September
through Pentecost and one Sunday per month in the summer plus Good Friday, Easter Sunday, and Christmas Eve.
Commitment: Rehearsals on Wednesday evenings and before Mass on Sundays.
Contact: Connie Marzen, cmarzen@hscatholic.org
6:30 pm Spirits: Spirits lead the congregation in worship by singing and playing instruments at 6:30 PM Sunday Masses 2-3 times per month.
Commitment: Rehearsals at 5:00 PM before Sunday Mass.
Contact: Garrett Scott, gjscott27@gmail.com

Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion
Assist the priest in the distribution of Holy Communion under both species to parishioners during the Mass.
Requirements: Must be a confirmed Catholic; attend training and Eucharistic Minister Commissioning.
Contact: Andrew Bellinder, andrew.bellinder@gmail.com, 913.832.6304
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Instrumentalists
All talented instrumentalists are encouraged to share their love of music and add beauty to our liturgies.
Commitment: Rehearsal with an accompanist as well as arriving 30 minutes before Mass to prepare.
Contact: Denise Slaven, dslaven@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318 x151

Lectors
Proclaim the Word of God at Sunday Masses and special celebrations.
Requirements: Must be a confirmed Catholic and attend Lector training.
Contact: Joe Hunninghake, jhunninghake93@gmail.com, 316.737.1166

Sacristans
Prepare the most needed items for the liturgy: the vessels, the bread, and the wine. Most of the work is done before the Liturgy begins. After
Mass, sacred vessels are cleaned and prepared for the next Mass. Sacristan work is behind the scenes but is one of the most crucial roles filled
by a lay person.
Requirements: Must be a confirmed Catholic at least age 21 and attend a one-hour training.
Contact: Bob Willer, RHWiller@kc.rr.com 913.541.1681

Ushers
Create a welcoming environment at weekend and Holy Day liturgies as well as assist in seating parishioners, taking up collections, and passing
out information at Mass. Ushers work on four-person teams and work every third month (i.e., four times a year for a month at a time).
Contact: John Weber, jweber3000@gmail.com, 913.226.9517

GROWING AS DISCIPLES
“I, the Lord, your God, teach you what is for your good, and lead you on the way you should go.” Isaiah 46:17

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament



Eucharistic Adoration offers the opportunity to sit in prayer through contemplation, recognition, and adoration of the Real Presence of Christ in the
Eucharist outside of Mass. We desire that two people be present with our Lord at all times in the adoration chapel and we ask that parishioners
consider a commitment of one hour each week. Visit https://hscatholic.weadorehim.com/en to sign up for a reoccurring slot, or drop in to pray any
time.  Contact the parish office for information on after-hours access to the chapel.
Contact: Denise Slaven, dslaven@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318 x151

Scripture Studies and Small Groups
Holy Spirit has many opportunities for growing in faith through Scripture Studies and Small Groups including:
Men’s Bible Study
The Men’s Bible Study meets Mondays from 6:30-7:45 AM in the Martha and Mary Room.
Contact: Ryan Wilkerson, rwilkerson@impactwealthplanners.com
Men of Faith and Spirit
Men of Faith and Spirit provides an opportunity for men to support each other in their understanding and application of the Scriptures. This enables
men to better practice the fullness of the Catholic faith within all aspects of their lives.
Women’s Bible Study
The Women’s Scripture Study meets on Tuesday morning, and all women of the parish are welcome to join. Meetings generally coincide with the
school year. We meet from 9:00 AM to 11:15 AM in the Martha and Mary Room. Our purpose is to grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ, so that we might all give greater glory to God. Our study includes a 4-part process of home preparation, small group
discussions, a lecture or DVD presentation, and review. We also set aside occasional meetings for potluck and fellowship.
Contact: Judy Weeks, bible.study.holy.spirit@gmail.com, 913.385.0089

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (ages 3-12)
The Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) is a method for the religious education of children with presentations based on the Sacred Scripture,
liturgy, and the educational philosophy of Maria Montessori. It is based on the conviction that God and the child are already in a relationship; the
task before us is to help the child deepen that relationship. This particular method of catechesis is well suited to the needs and capacities of the
young child.

Children gather in an “atrium,” a room prepared for them, which contains simple yet beautiful materials that are just the child’s size and designed
specifically for them. In harmony with the universal Church, the life in the atrium follows the liturgical year.
Material is placed at the disposal of the children. The children’s work with the material aids their meditation on, and absorption of the theme
presented.

Good Shepherd Catechist: A teacher who works in the Catechesis atrium. Class times vary throughout the week during the school year. Must
go through formal training given by the National Association of the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd.

https://hscatholic.weadorehim.com/en


Good Shepherd Catechist Aides: Assist the catechist and the children in the atrium.
Carpenters, Seamstresses, Artists, and Sculptors: make materials used by children in the atrium

Contact: Maureen Leach, mleach@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7382

St. Joseph’s Flint & Steel

Our Mission: Fathers and Sons pursuing authentic Catholic friendship through the Church, camping, and cast iron. St. Joseph’s Flint & Steel
organizes monthly Father/Son campouts throughout the school year combining Mass, manly skill-building activities, and great fellowship for dads
and kids alike. Email Jon Schaffhausen @ jon.schaffhausen@gmail.com with any questions.

Journey (Formerly Christ Renews His Parish)

Little Flowers Girls’ Club
Little Flowers Girls' Club is a program for children five and up that helps them develop their faith through virtue studies.  Girls are accompanied by
their mother, grandmother, or another female role model to study saints, scripture, and the catechism through group discussions and crafting.
Each meeting ends with tea time so the girls can also practice their manners and foster friendships.  Little Flowers meets once a month during the
school year on Sunday afternoons.
Contact: Becky Coltrain, beckyacoltrain@gmail.com, 816.520.5058 or Leslie Milnes, lesliek505@gmail.com, 913.206.8189

Prayer Line
We pray for the specific intentions of our parish and community. Join over 100 other people praying by following this link:
https://hscatholic.org/prayer-line. Prayer Line participants commit to reading the intentions which come by email and praying in their own way for
those in need, fulfilling the Spiritual Work of Mercy: Pray for the Living and the Dead.
Contact: Denise Slaven, dslaven@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318 x151
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Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults (R.C.I.A.)
RCIA (Rite of Christian Initiation for Adults) is the process for adults to become introduced and welcomed into the Catholic faith and way of life. If
you are interested in becoming Catholic or need to complete any of your Catholic Initiation Sacraments (Baptism, the Holy Eucharist,
Confirmation), we invite you to take part in RCIA. This process will provide you with the opportunity to learn more about the basis of Catholic
teachings, enter into our parish community, and to be received into the Catholic Church. The length of time may vary for each person. The
commitment is one night a week from September until May.
Participants are those who desire to learn about or to be initiated in the Catholic faith. Commitment includes some preparation and weekly
attendance at sessions.
Sponsors are those who desire to welcome and support an RCIA participant who wants to learn about the Catholic faith and enter into the Church.
Sponsors are asked to attend the weekly sessions to the best of their ability.
Contact: Michael Podrebarac, 913.492.7318 x109, mpodrebarac@hscatholic.org

School of Religion/S.O.R. (Grades 1st-8th)
School of Religion provides formal religious education classes and sacramental preparation for students in 1st grade through 8th grade who do not
attend a Catholic School. Catechists will use a variety of teaching methods to teach about Scripture, the Sacraments, the 10 Commandments,
Prayer, Liturgy, the Saints, and many other aspects of our Catholic Faith. Classes are from September through early May.

Catechist (Teacher): Must have a basic understanding of Church teachings, be a person of faith, willing to learn, and have a passion for the
youth of our parish! The commitment of Wednesday afternoons and/or evenings during the school year, prep time to prepare for classes.

Assistant Catechist: Assist in the classroom and help the catechist. Commitment is Wednesday afternoons and/or evenings during the school
year.

Childcare Provider: Care for younger children of catechists during classroom sessions or meetings. Commitment is Wednesday afternoons
and/or evenings during the school year.

Substitute Catechist: Fill in for catechists when they cannot be there. Commitment during the school year on an “on call” basis.
Hall Monitor: Sit and monitor halls and direct/assist students and families as needed. The commitment of Wednesday afternoons and/or

evenings during the school year.
Activity Helper: Come in for special “craft” activities to lend an extra hand. Help lead children in devotions, praying the rosary, or adoration.

Contacts: Maureen Leach, mleach@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7382
Libby Gunderman, egunderman@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7382



Scouting
The scouting programs are available to all children of Holy Spirit Parish. All volunteers must be Virtus trained.

Holy Spirit Cub Scout Pack 3265 provides a scouting experience to boys, grades K-5. Scouts engage in fun, hands-on “adventures” that promote
an appreciation of nature, outdoor skills, health and well-being, spiritual and personal growth, respect and responsibility, good citizenship, and
moral character. Scouts earn a loop or pin for each adventure they complete in areas such as outdoor activities, arts and crafts, STEM, and
religious development, and take part in a variety of community service projects.
Contact: Marne Sherman, Pack Committee Chair, marnesherman@gmail.com, 913.908.0988

Troop 265 offers a Scouting program which is available to scouts year-round who are 11 through 17 years old. The Troop holds regular meetings
weekly, as well as monthly campouts, and attends H. Roe Bartle Scout Camp every summer. Scouting promotes leadership, fun activities, physical
fitness and character development.
Adult leadership opportunities are welcome and include scoutmaster, assistant scoutmaster, merit badge counselor, treasurer, and committee
members. Additional volunteer opportunities also occur throughout the year.
Contact: Bobby Bobbitt, Troop Committee Chair, bbobbitt@pioneerathletics.com, 913.660.3555
Contact: Bryan DeLeve, Scout Master, bryan.deleve@gmail.com, 816.721.3963

Vacation Bible School/V.B.S. (ages K-5th grade)
Students learn scripture stories, virtues, and lives of the saints, all reinforced through music, games, crafts, and interactive skits. The program
takes place 9:00 AM-12:00 PM for one week in June.

Adult Volunteer Opportunities: There are multiple volunteer opportunities available: Class Leaders, Activity Leaders, Skit Coordinator, Snack
Coordinator, Games Coordinator, VBS Adventure Leaders, and Master of Ceremonies.

Contact: Maureen Leach, mleach@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7382
Youth volunteers help in all aspects of Vacation Bible School: classroom aides, outdoor games, skits, crafts, activities, nursery and Bible

Adventures.
Contact: Doug Leikam, dleikam@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7382

Parish Rosaries
Recited Monday through Friday after the 6:45 AM Mass; Tuesday after the 5:30 PM Mass; Friday at 7:30 AM at
10100 Barton Street; Saturday at 7:30 AM and at 3:30 PM; Sunday at 6:30 AM.
Contact: Denise Slaven, dslaven@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318 x151

YOUTH MINISTRY



The Purpose of Holy Spirit’s Youth Ministry is to help get teens to Heaven. We do this through youth group; Bible study; small groups; trips; and
teaching the teens how to be a true disciple of Christ in our parish. Our goal is to teach the Faith and model Catholic lives based on our love of
Christ and His Church.
Contact: Doug Leikam, dleikam@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7382

Junior High Youth Ministry (Grades 7-8)
Wednesday Junior High Youth Group
Meet on various Wednesdays from 6:00 PM-7:35 PM for an exciting time of faith and community that will inflame your Catholic Faith.
Friday Junior High Youth Group
Meet on various Fridays from 4:00 PM-5:15 PM. The purpose of HS Squad group is to foster a live encounter with the beauty of our Catholic

Faith while strengthening friendships and prayer.
Alpha & Omega Summer Youth Group (Grades 7-12)
Meet Wednesdays during the summer from 2:00 PM-4:00 PM. We use the Y-Disciple and Alpha Series as well as have fun with outdoor

games.
Summer Stretch
A week of service opportunities in the Kansas City Community. Summer Stretch teaches the youth to go beyond themselves and teaches the

value of Christ-like sacrifice and service.
Junior High Youth Rally
Holy Spirit junior high youth group attends the Junior High Youth Rally that is hosted by the Archdiocese of Kansas City in Kansas in February.

High School Youth Ministry (Grades 9-12)
High School Bible Study
Occurs on various Sunday evenings from 5:00 PM-6:30 PM. We will study the Gospel of Matthew and the Book of Genesis with the Ignatius

Catholic Study Series. Students are invited to stay for dinner then to hang out and help set up for Youth Group at 7:40 PM.
Late Night Life
Occurs every Sunday evening from 7:40 PM-9:00 PM. Come to our Late Night Life youth group to find out how our Catholic community can

strengthen your own faith life.
Alpha & Omega Summer Youth Group
Meet Wednesdays during the summer from 3:00 PM-4:30 PM. We will use the Y-Disciple and Alpha Series as well as have fun with outdoor

games.
Steubenville Conference
Youth Ministries takes a group of High School teens to the Steubenville Conference every July. This impactful trip propels our teens to live

their Catholic faith through prayer, the sacraments, and a life of virtue.
March for Life & NCYC
Every other year we have the opportunity for those in High School to go to the ‘March for Life’ and the ‘National Catholic Youth Conference.’



New Creation Retreat
During the summer, the High School Youth Ministry takes a trip to the zoo then goes to the Cathedral for Mass in various cities such as St.

Louis, Omaha, or Wichita.

Adult Core Team
We always are looking for adult volunteers who want to invest in sharing the Faith with the youth of the parish. All volunteers must be Virtus
trained. Time commitment and volunteer needs vary to meet your availability.

SERVING IN LOVE
“Where two or three are gathered in my name there am I in the midst of them.” Matthew 18:20

Catholic Charities Food Pantry
Holy Spirit hosts a food drive that assists Catholic Charities monthly. Volunteers collect food and monetary donations before and after Mass. Time
commitment varies to meet your needs.
Contact: Greg Miller, gcmiller80@hotmail.com, 913.888.8251

Collection Counters
A team of counters is scheduled to count the weekend collection. Time commitment is 2 ½ hours on Monday mornings. Teams are scheduled
every other month.



Family Fun Fair
Fun Fair is a yearly parish family event that consists of games, food, and music in the church parking lot. Fun Fair is a wonderful event for all ages!
There are many ways to help in this annual event from planning, ticket sales, and food sales, running a booth, set-up, teardown, or numerous
other responsibilities. Commitment can fit your schedule. All volunteers must be Virtus trained.
Contact: Kim Hudson, khudson@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318

Funeral Dinners
As a parish family, we seek to comfort those who grieve by offering a luncheon following the funeral. Volunteers are needed to make side dishes,
desserts, and to serve at the luncheon. This wonderful ministry provides comfort to those suffering the loss of a loved one.
To prepare food or to serve, contact: Denise Slaven, 913.492.7318 x151, dslaven@hscatholic.org

Holy Spirit Athletic Association (HSAA)
The mission of Holy Spirit Athletic Association (HSAA) is to organize and administer parish youth sports. Holy Spirit youth participate in the
Wyandotte and Johnson County Catholic Youth Organization (CYO) League, which sanctions tackle football (grades 5-8), flag football (3-4),
volleyball (4-8), cross country (5-8), basketball (3-8), track (4-8), and golf programs.

The Athletic Association parish K-4 program facilitates Holy Spirit teams, which compete in local soccer, basketball, baseball, and softball leagues.

The HSAA also maintains the gym, baseball/softball, soccer, and football practice fields, walking track and picnic shelter.
Athletic Association Volunteers: HSAA leadership consists of Executive Officers (President, Vice-President, Treasurer, and Secretary), individual
sport coordinators, the Spirit Boosters chair, and fields and equipment coordinator. The volunteers chair various special events. Coaches &
volunteers must be Virtus trained.

Youth Sports Coaches: The foundation of our program is the parent volunteers who coach individual teams. Their investment of time and talent
makes the program work.
Contact: Shawn Turner, hsaaboard@yahoo.com, 913.219.5466

Holy Spirit Gala
The Holy Spirit Grand Gala and Benefit Auction started in 1991 as a fun-filled fundraiser for Holy Spirit School. Over time, it has developed into the
largest fundraising event at Holy Spirit benefiting the entire parish community. Funds from Gala support Holy Spirit’s School, School of Religion,
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and parish ministry projects. Gala consists of dinner, silent and live auctions, and dancing. Traditionally our Grand Gala and Benefit Auction is the
first Saturday in November.
Volunteers: This is our largest parish event, and it requires many volunteers for various responsibilities.
Contact: Kim Hudson, khudson@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318

Holy Spirit Golf Tournament
Each year Holy Spirit hosts the Holy Spirit Open to help support Holy Spirit Church and School. Registration begins in the spring. The tournament
is formatted as a four-person scramble.
Contact: Kim Hudson, khudson@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318

Holy Spirit Smoke Off
The annual Holy Spirit Smoke Off is a “friend-raising” event that includes a team BBQ competition. Everyone is invited to join in the festivities and
register their teams.
Contact: Kim Hudson, khudson@hscatholic.org, 913.492.7318

Homebound, Hospital, Assisted Living Eucharistic Ministers
Trained Extraordinary Ministers of Communion bring prayer and the presence of the Eucharist to those Catholics who are hospitalized,
homebound, living in assisted living, or long-term care facilities. Requirements: Must be a confirmed Catholic in good standing and a
Commissioned Eucharistic Minister.

Anthology of Overland Park: Tuesday at 10:00 am
Brookdale College Square: Thursday at 3:00 pm
Delmar Gardens, Lenexa: Thursday at 9:30 am
Delmar Gardens, Overland Park: Sunday, anytime
Garden Villas of Lenexa: Thursday at 10:00 am
Greenwood Terrace: Wednesday at 10:30 am
Homestead of Overland Park: Wednesday at 11:00 am
The Homebound: Commitment varies

Contact to serve as an EMHC: Theresa Sullivan,913.451.5684 or David Chaffee, 913.317.8393 | hs.eucharist@gmail.com
Contact to request Holy Communion: Ariel Winterhalter, 913.492.7318, awinterhalter@hscatholic.org

Knights of Columbus
This Catholic family fraternal service organization is open to Catholic men 18 and older. The Knights participate in service projects such as helping
people with Intellectual Disabilities, Respect Life, and Adopt-A-Seminarian. The Knights of Columbus also participate at Fun Fair, Gala and other
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large parish events; host Breakfast with Santa, Lenten dinners, youth free throw contests, and much more. Evening meetings are on the second
Thursday of the month for approximately one hour. Program/event commitment varies to fit your interests and schedule.
Contact: Jim Easterday, easterbond@aol.com, 913.492.9894, or Chad Eickholt, 913.387.4493.

Raise Right
The Raise Right program is an ongoing fund-raising program for our school and parish. Physical gift cards, e-cards, and reloadable cards from
various merchants are purchased at a discount from face value.  When resold at face value to participants in the program, the difference is the
profit for the school and parish. Raise Right has an app for your phone which makes purchasing cards easy.
Contact: Marsha Delantonas, hsscrip@gmail.com

Respect Life Ministry
Respect Life promotes the sanctity of all human life, from conception to natural death. This group strives to achieve this by being involved in parish
and community activities; through prayer and loving service to others while promoting a deep family love in the home and beyond; and seeking to
serve those in need in our neighborhood, church, and community.
Contact: Michon Quick, missshawnee63@gmail.com, 913.207.1382 or Julia Chik, jchik80@gmail.com, 913.709.2959

St. Dominic Savio's Homeschool Co-op
A group for homeschool families interested in fellowship and adventuring together. We meet weekly for the 8:30 Friday Mass and field trips. Field
trips include hiking spots, visiting local parishes and religious communities, and touring museums. We currently have children ranging from
newborn to age 10, but all homeschool families are welcome! For more information about St. Dominic's, email Samantha Stanley at
samanthastanley@protonmail.com.

St. Gerard’s Circle
A ministry for all mothers. This group provides friendship in our parish, a Catholic foundation for our children, continued spiritual guidance, and
community involvement. Activities include play groups, book studies, and community service. Commitment can vary to meet your schedule.
Contact: Erin Joerger, erinjoerger@gmail.com

Food Kitchen
This rewarding service provides dinner to the homeless and less fortunate at St. Mary’s Food Kitchen.
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Volunteers donate chicken, salad, green beans, or $5 once per quarter. Volunteers are also needed to collect, and transport donated items to the
St. Mary’s Food Kitchen as well as prepare and serve lunch to an average of 240 people. Commitment: varies depending on your role.
Contacts: Terry Gillcrist, 913.638.6336

St. Monica’s Circle
A women’s group for Holy Spirit and Holy Trinity parishioners that focuses on service and social activities. Meetings are held on the first Tuesday
of each month.
Contact: Mary Ann Wier, gigiwier@gmail.com, 913.269.9484

Stephen Ministry
A member of Holy Spirit who is trained to listen, care, encourage, pray, and walk alongside you during difficult times. Stephen Ministry is strictly
confidential and can be very helpful.
Contact: Susan Coultis, 913.484.1190

Welcome Ministry
Our mission is to engage new members in our Holy Spirit Parish Community. Volunteers meet and sign up new members following weekend
Masses at the Welcome Podium in the gathering space.

Women of Spirit
Women of Spirit offers opportunities for women of the parish to get to know one another, create friendships, and grow as a parish family. We
welcome all women! Women of Spirit meets monthly and hosts a yearly retreat in the spring. In addition, fundraisers, social activities, and service
events occur throughout the year. Commitment varies depending on your schedule.
Contact: Pamela Sweeney, pamelasweeney@everestkc.net, 913.530.7134

The History of Holy Spirit
Holy Spirit Parish was canonically established on July 15, 1981, the feast of Our Lady of Mount Carmel, by Archbishop Ignatius Strecker.
Archbishop Strecker appointed Father Robert Pflumm as Holy Spirit’s founding Pastor. Mrs. Elizabeth Brulez and her son, Isadore, donated
property to the Archdiocese to build a church and a school.

Soon after the establishment of the Parish, a home was purchased in Oak Park subdivision at 10255 Barton and used as a rectory, church office,
and chapel. Due to subsequent need, Holy Spirit obtained a storefront for meetings and general parish work in the Metcalf 103 Shopping Center.



Soon after that, Father Pflumm rented the original Oak Park Mall Theaters for Sunday Masses. As Holy Spirit grew, the parish secured a larger
worship space at the Lenexa Community Center.

In August of 1981, Father Pflumm formed a committee to address the task of creating a physical plant of the Parish. The Pastor and the committee
retained an architectural firm to design the original structure to serve as the worship space, along with parish offices and a school designed to hold
grades K-3. The original plan was to utilize the worship space for as long as it would take to complete adding classes K-8 to the school. The
church would be remodeled into a large gym and stage for the school, and a separate standing church and sanctuary built on the North end of the
property.

Groundbreaking for Phase I occurred on June 4, 1983. One year later, on June 4, 1984, the original worship space and school were dedicated.
Over the ensuing years two more additions were completed in accordance with the master plan, including classroom space allowing grades K-8,
then a new gym, parish center, additional parish office space, and a Eucharistic Adoration Chapel.

In 2005, Fr. Harold Schneider determined that it was time to begin renovation of the sanctuary and narthex. A committee was formed and began
establishing goals, designing and implementing a parish needs survey and identifying the scope of the project. The campaign was deemed “Lift
High the Cross.” The name glorifies our Lord’s sacrifice and the overwhelming desire of the parish to commemorate that act of love through the
installation of the permanent crucifix in the renovated sanctuary. The cross portrays our Lord in the moments just before He gave up His spirit in
the completion of the ultimate sacrifice of love. His eyes are open and looking to his heavenly Father in submission and His hands, nailed to the
branch of the cross, are turned upward embracing the Holy Spirit, portrayed by our original terra cotta icon located behind and above the
installation.

Archbishop Naumann rededicated Holy Spirit on Thursday, December 18, 2008.


